Employment history
Feb 2001 — present:

Founder & Director, Independent Academic Research Studies (IARS) – part time
IARS is a youth-led social policy think-tank that was set up in 2001 to empower and give voice to young people so that they can influence policy and democratically engage in society as equal citizens and leaders of their communities. Through volunteering, youth-led work, training, skills-development programmes and research, young people at IARS aim to improve practices that affect them Web: www.iars.org.uk 
August 2008 – May 2010:
Chief Executive Officer, Race on the Agenda (ROTA)

ROTA is one of Britain's leading social policy think-tanks focusing on issues that affect Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) communities. Originally set up in 1984, ROTA aims to increase the capacity of BAME organisations and strengthen the voice of BAME communities through increased civic engagement and participation in society. Web:  www.rota.org.uk 
June 2006 – August 2008:
Deputy Chief Executive/ Head of Policy, Race on the Agenda (ROTA)
Feb 2005- June 2006: 
Human Rights Advisor, Strategy Development Division, Department for Constitutional Affairs (DCA) (now Ministry of Justice)
To co-ordinate and carry out policy and research work on the DCA’s three year Human Rights Strategy and five year Education and Information Strategy. To draft and disseminate the products of desk research and fieldwork, policy analysis and strategic thinking to a wide audience with a view to influencing policy and practice. To advise on and assist with the identification and engagement of stakeholders, the management of their expectations and addressing of any concerns. To assist in reviewing the application of human rights law to the work of the DCA and how this might be taken forward. 
Sept 2004— Dec 2004:

Lecturer in Law, University of London (external course)
Topics taught: Criminal Law, Common Law Reasoning & Institutions, English for Law and Legal Study Skills.

Sept 2002 – Jan 2004:

Research officer, Centre for the Study of Human Rights, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
Worked with Prof. Francesca Klug OBE on research projects with academic, political and policy significance (Domestic and international human rights, international criminal law, terrorism, domestic and foreign policy, EU law, Human Rights Act). 
Sept 1999 — Dec 2005:

Solicitor and legal associate, Gavrielides & co Advocates
Qualified legal counsel specialising in criminal law, human rights law and discrimination law.

June 1994—Sept 1996:

Second lieutenant, National Guard, Special Forces
Higher Education

PhD in Law



: Law School, London School of Economics (LSE), University of London, UK
2000-2005



“Restorative Justice Theory and Practice: Addressing the Discrepancy”, Supervised by Prof. Nicola Lacey (examiners: Prof. Heather Strang and Prof. Tim Newburn).

Master’s in Human
: School of Law, University of Nottingham, UK
Rights Law (LL.M)
(Comparative criminal justice, EU external relations law,

1999-2000
International Criminal Justice, European Human Rights Law, Transnational Criminal Justice, Philosophical Foundations of Criminal Justice, International Law of Minorities).

Bachelor of Laws (LLB):  School of Law, National University of Athens, Greece
1995-1999

  31 compulsory and 10 free option subjects, Distinction.
Other Positions of Responsibility

	UNIVERSITY AFFILIATIONS
	· Visiting Senior Research Fellow, Open University, UK
· Visiting Scholar, Mount Royal University, Canada
	considering
2010 - present

	TRUSTEESHIPS
	· Anne Frank Trust UK

· London Voluntary Service Council, UK (LVSC)
· Justice and Reconciliation Project, USA (JRP)
	2010 – present 

2006 – 2009
2006 - 2008

	POLICY & ADVISORY BOARD
	· Independent Advisory Group, London Criminal Justice Board

· Government Equalities Office, Senior Stakeholder Group

· Equality and Human Rights Commission, Senior Stakeholder Group

· London Mayor’s Migrant and Refugee Advisory Panel
· London Regional Consortium of ChangeUp
· Advisor to the International Human Rights Network
· Crown Prosecution Service, Community Involvement Panel

· London Resettlement Board

· Metropolitan Police Authority Hate Crime Forum

· HM Prison Service Race Advisory Group

· Government Office for London, Community Reassurance Group, Chair
· City Parochial Foundation Preventing Racist Violence Grants
· Committee for the Carter Academic-Service Entrepreneur Award
· GLA Guns, Gangs and Weapons Practitioners Forum
	2009 – present
2009 – present

2009 – present

2009 – present

2009 – 2010

2009 – present

2007 – present
2008 – 2009

2006 – 2009

2006 – 2008

2006 – 2007

2006 – present

2006-2008

2006-2008 

	OTHER
	· Trainer and consultant to British Council – Middle-East project
· Editor-in-Chief, Youth Voice Journal, IARS 
· Editor-in-Chief, Policy & Race Journal, ROTA
· Advisor for the Capacity Builders Research Campaign Fund
	2009 – present
2009 – present

2009 – present

2009


key public & academic speaking

2010

· Keynote speaker, Multiculturalism and equal opportunities in the UK, Institute of Education, UK.
· Keynote speaker, Multicultural London, British Academy conference, UK.
· Keynote speaker, College of Mediators annual conference, UK.
· Keynote speaker, Tackling gang and group-led violence, Capita annual conference, UK.
· Keynote speaker, Cutting the cost of crime conference, House of Commons, UK
· Speaker, Public Legal Education national conference, PLENET – Advice UK, UK.
2009

· Trainer for British Council Young Arab Network – Arab Identity Research Project, Beirut, Lebanon.

· Chair, London Serious Youth Violence Prevention Board Summit, UK.

· Speaker, Westminster Briefing event on the Single Equality Bill, UK.
· Evidence to the House of Commons on the Single Equality Bill, UK.
· Speaker, European Best Practices of restorative justice conference, Budapest, Hungary.

· Research methods trainer, British Council, Middle East Project, Cairo, Egypt.

2008:

· Evidence to the Human Rights Inquiry Panel of the Equality and Human Rights Commission

· Chair and Keynote speaker at the Regional BIHR Human Rights Conference, London, UK

· Keynote speaker, Hate Crime Symposium, Middlesex University, UK.
2007:
· Chair, EU - Equal homelessness conference, London, UK

· Keynote speaker, Wave Trust conference “No need for Guns, Gangs or Knives”, London, UK.

· Equal Conference, Speaker on “Hidden dimensions of BAME homelessness”, Budapest, Hungary.

· NACRO national conference, speaker on “The Gung, gang and knife culture in the UK”, London, UK.

· Stockholm Criminology Symposium, HEUNI guest lecturer, Sweden.

· Oral Evidence, Joint Committee on Human Rights, Inquiry into the treatment of older people by healthcare services
2006:
· Equal conference ‘Multiple disadvantages, integrated approaches’, Paper presenter, Budapest.
· Organiser of the conference ‘Human Rights in Education’, Department for Constitutional Affairs, UK.
2004:

· City University Conference ‘Prisons and penal Policy: International perspectives’, paper presenter, UK.
2003

· Annual National Socio-legal Studies Association Conference (SLSA), paper presenter, Bristol, UK.
· British Society of Criminology and Restorative Justice Consortium Conference, Workshop leader, UK.
2002

· British Society of Criminology Conference, paper presenter, Keele, UK.
· Annual National Socio-legal Studies Association Conference (SLSA), paper presenter, Aberystwyth, UK.
· Effective Restorative Justice Conference, Workshop leader, Leicester, UK.
other experience & accredited training

Chief Executive Programme 2010:


Cass Business School, City University, London & ACEVO

Strategic Finance and Business Planning 2008: 

Charity Voice

Certificate of Academic Standing 2001:  

Law Society, England and Wales

Academic Course & Module development: Developed the IARS work-based Certificate in Youth Policy, accredited through London Metropolitan University. Developed the Student Handbook, course specification and module specification, course lead.
Research & Media: 
Qualitative and Quantitative analysis in social research, interviewing skills, questionnaires’ analysis, reporting, qualitative data presentation and analysis, dealing with the media (radio, TV), facilitating focus groups, SPSS, public speaking, NVivo, EndNote, SITS, TRIM, ATLAS, BIDS, IBSS, Lexis-Nexis, Westlaw, HTML, HUDOC.
Teaching & Training:
Developed research methods training for British Council, developed human rights training for IARS, 
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